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Because of maii nohelsisiaohdio gnaiigres e teod i) forescibessmap pa eyt
states ofvoee

On one occasion the Blessed One was dwelling among the Kurus,
where there was a town of the Kurus named Kaseaamma. Then
the Venerable nanda approached the Blessed One, paid homage to
him, sat down to one side, and said to him:

“It is wonderful, venerable sir! It is amazing, venerable! Sihis
dependent origination is so deep and so deep in implicatipeisto
me it seems as clear as clear can be.”

“Do not say so, nanda! Do not say so,nanda! This dependent
origination is deep and deep in implications. It is becauseat
understanding and not penetrating this Dhammaanda, that this
generation has become like a tangled skein, like a knottdebba
thread, like matted reeds and rushes, and does not passtheyon
states of woe, the bad destinations, the nether world, saenisDN
15, SN 12.60



ImportantTiHimys

In MN 26.19, we find the Buddha recounting his musing at theetof his
awakening:

| considered: ‘This Dhamma that | have attained is profoumatd
to see and hard to understand, peaceful and sublime, unate
by mere reasoning, subtle, to be experienced by the wise¢hiBut
generation delights in attachment, takes delight in attaeht,
rejoices in attachment. It is hard for such a generation te gas
important thing, namely, t this-that, conditionality, cemlent
origination. And it is hard to see these important thingsyady, the
stilling of all fabrications, the relinquishing of all acdgitions, the
destruction of craving, dispassion, cessation, Nifdn’

This "important thing"” (this-that conditionality, depesrd origination) is the
heart of the Buddha's teaching. At MN 28.28, Sariputta qutite Buddha as
having said, “One who sees dependent origination sees tamBia; one who
sees the Dhamma sees dependent origination.”



Phenomenology, mdi &dapdyyisysscs

One of the most important things to keep in mind when exptpéany of the
Buddha's teachings is that he was a phenomenologist, naiagphysicist. By
"phenomenologist" I'm not referring to the philosophy oinichd Husserl,
but rather saying that the Buddha was only interested intiea@mena we
experience and our responses to those experiences. Bgsagia
metaphysicist" I'm pointing out that the Buddha was notredéed in
explaining the fundamental nature of the world. Howeveerethough the
Buddha wasn't teaching metaphysics, Buddhist Metaphgsitainly exists.
But Buddhist Metaphysics is a later invention and will notdbany help in
understanding dependent origination.

Eschewing metaphysics is actually a difficult thing to doriwost people
when they are studying spiritual literature. We all wantmow, "What's
really going on here?!?" Well, the Buddha didn't answer soat of question.
In fact he point blank refused to answer the primary metaiphl/guestions of
his time:

Is the cosmos infinite or not?

Is the cosmos eternal or not?

Is the soul the same as the body or not?

What happens to an awakened one after death?

He very consistently stuck to just teaching "dukkha and titead dukkha" by
having people explore the phenomena they experience amddbponses to
those experiences.



The Wheel

The most famous teaching of the twelve links of dependegtrmation is

probably the Tibetan wheel of life. This is a big circle tlsabeing held by
Yama, the Lord of Death.

Yama is a rather fearsome creature, you can see his fangagawver the top
of the circle in the twelve o'clock position. And then at terawo, you see
his claws. And then down at four and eight he’s got his feespiry the
wheel and his tail is switching back and forth at six o'clock.



The Bullseye

On the circle are a number of concentric rings. In the centdre bullseye
position, there is a rooster, a snake and a pig, each bitentathof the other.
The rooster is greed, the snake is hatred and the pig is dalusi



The Bullseye -wensmmn2

Here's an alternate version with the pig (ignorance) vagitip the bird
(greed) vomiting up the snake (hatred). This accord withiélaehing found in
e.g. DN 15.



Samsara

The next circle depicts various beings coming out of statesoe and coming
up to nice states and then descending again to states of heoeirtle of
samsara.



The 6 R==hhsofExssteroseHéd|Realm

The next circle is usually the biggest one, the one wherertist has the most
fun, and it depicts the six realms of existence.

The lowest section is the hell realms. They are depicted yswaat Dante
would be proud of - all sorts of gruesome stuff: people boitedil, chewed
by monsters, walking through forests where all the leaves@aords, the
whole nine yards.



The 6 R s offExssbaroee HiumoyyGinosiiResd m

Above hell is the realm of the hungry ghosts. These are behajsn their
previous incarnation were very greedy and now they have ked®rn in a

realm where they have giant bellies and little tiny necksd éuey can never
get enough.



The 6 R hhsofExssteroseAmnahRealm

Also among the lower realms there is the animal realm, the @a@lm that we
know directly besides our human realm. The artist has funtpey deer and
rabbits and birds and all the other animals.



The 6= hhsoffExsteeroseHdunaafResm

Then there’s the human realm, our realm, and the artistppeuple doing
various things: farming, weaving, eating, sleeping - al arious ways we
occupy oursleves in this realm.



The 6 hhmsoffExss e ASsadRes m

Among the higher realms is also the realm of the warring gtheisAsuras.
These are beings that are fighting all the time. It appeatstttey own a five
sided building just south of Washington, DC.



The 6= msoffExsseemuee-GaoliRealims

And then at the top are the various god realms. There are the&&nly
realms, and the devas there are all depicted in the usualwagspect
heavenly beings to be living: eating banquets of ambrogtagon clouds
playing lutes (rather than harps), enjoying themselves.



The DependenfDggatoofRimy

But the most important ring is the outermost ring. And in thag the twelve
links of dependent origination are depicted.












Ignorance -aa\jjga

Up at the top, in the one o'clock position, is ignoraraajja, depicted as an
old blind person trying to make their way through the fordsgtjcult to know
where to go, what to do.



Sankhra

Dependent on ignorance are sanids. These concoctions, or fabrications, are
things that are manufactured, created. They are made, d&yatko have a hint
of not quite true - like: "he came home last night really latd &e concocted
some story about a flat tire." So these sankhk are not quite really the

deepest truth of what’'s going on because they’re dependeghorance. The
sankhras are depicted at two o'clock as a potter sitting at a whaking

pots.

Some of the pots are very beautiful, some are misshapen, a@nieoken. So
too are our creations. Sankl here in dependent origination is often
translated as "karmic formations," and it does include @unkc intentions,
some of which are good and some of which are broken and meps&ditias



mentioned above, sankfa in dependent origination is really more than just
"karmic intentions" - it's referring to all the things of atéon and is
specifically implying that all these manufactured things aot quite the
whole story since they arise out of ignorance.

* In the teaching of the 5 kha as sankhra refers to thoughts, emotions,
memories & intentions - all mental activities other thanaed safifi and
viiiii -~ a.



Consciousnesswiimna

Dependent upon sankta is consciousness - vififa. Our consciousness is
dependent upon there being an object of consciousnessesaldbjects are
concoctions, fabrications, created things. They can bdahstates, or stories
we are telling ourselves, or physical things all of which paet of creation.
Consciousness is depicted at three o'clock as a monkey isgitigough the
trees grabbing first one limb and then the next. You mighehavcountered
this monkey mind at some point in the recent past!



Name ad 6ommm mar pa

At four o'clock, dependent on consciousness, there’s nmadady -
n mar pa. Mind and body is depicted as two people in a boat. Onensistg
up and poling the boat along, one is lying prone and is just@for the ride.

One of them is mind, one of them is body; which is which? Thedtially an
important insight to gain, it's the first of the sixteen gisi knowledges: the
delineation of mind and body - understanding what is mindwhdit is body,
how they interact, and most importantly which one is in cleaiighis is an
topic to contemplate. Get yourself concentrated and thesstigate your
mind and investigate your body. See how they interact anadigut who's in
charge. Who's deciding which way the boat goes? The ansvieit ss an
exercise for the reader.



The SixS&Emses-yatan ni

Dependent on mind and body are the six sensgatan ni. This is depicted at
five o'clock as a house with five windows and a door: the fiveemal senses
and the door representing the mind.



Contact {piesssa

Dependent on the senses, contact arises - phassa. Comtaetpsted at Ssix
o'clock as couple embracing.



Vedan

Dependent upon contact is vedaNedan is depicted at seven o'clock as a
man having arrows shot into his eyes. Unpleasant vedan



Craving -t h

Dependent upon vedars craving - tah . Craving is shown at eight o'clock
as an enormously fat person sitting at a table that’s ladémlaitis of food.



Clinging -up d na

Dependent upon craving is clinging - wp na. Clinging is depicted at nine
o'clock as someone picking fruit and putting it into baskk&t are so full that
the new fruit simply rolls off onto the ground.



Becoming ifhva

Dependent upon clinging is becoming - bl - and that's depicted as a
pregnant woman at ten o'clock.



Birth -j fi

Dependent upon becoming is birth tij- and that's a mother with an infant at
eleven o'clock.



Aging andii2edthmeanaa

And then dependent upon birth is death - maraand that’s depicted as a
corpse at twelve o'clock.



Sowlteexactly isqgonupomieses?

And now we've come full circle. So what exactly is going ondebDoes
ignorance arise dependent upon death as the circle coatiniibat do all the
items and links actually mean? Why does birth come as theitElt+ birth
usually comes first? And the links between craving, cligg@and becoming
don't seem at all clear. And what's this deal about the thohgseation arising
due to ignorance - aren't a lot of the things of creation heferle anyone
shows up to be ignorant? Is there a big picture?

It's certainly not obvious what's going on here. Caroling Rlavids called

Dependent Origination a "curious old rune ¥What we'll do next is take a
look at the more common interpretations of Dependent Ceigpn.

1.in G. C. Pande [someplace]



Threellines?

This orthodox view can be found in the Visuddhimagga in Caag/Il (Chp
17, pg 533). But as we discussed last night, even tho thiisitihodox
view, there is no support for this in the suttas.



Moment toNmen Dependembiggiatioon

Paticcasamuppada: Practical Dependent Origination bkidBhiBuddhadasa



Necessary’Godiditinas

Dependent Origination is not a teaching about causes;t#'aching about
necessary conditions.

This arises dependent on that;
If that does not occur, this does not occur.



The Key

Snp 4.11 Kalaha-vivada Sutta: Quarrels & Disputes
http://leighb.com/snp4_11.htm

see also SN 12.66: Exploration
https://suttacentral.net/en/sn12.66



So how did we gibiotiee 4ilkkof Snp4l. 11 to ttheeroceamiiar 121imks?

Playing with Fire: The pratyasamutpda from the perspective of Vedic
thought by Joanna Jurewicz

Journal of the Pali Text Society 26 (2000) pp. 77 — 103, BusidhiCritical
Concepts in Religious Studies, Vol. |, P. Williams, 2005



The 12iinkssaree anmeemoiottievoecfornemesmiiest g aunivdreof mymot arit
necessargcodiditioss
Caroline Rhy Davids called Dependent Origination a "cusiold rune."

The 12 links are NOTa linear explanation of anything; theyacollection of
Important necessary conditions.



SINI 12 65 Tire=Ciity

"The thought occurred to me, 'l have attained this path tdkawiag, i. e.,
from the cessation of name-&-form comes the cessation ad@ounsness,
from the cessation of consciousness comes the cessati@ma-&-form.
From the cessation of name-&-form comes the cessation cixheense
media. From the cessation of the six sense media comes thaticasof
contact. From the cessation of contact comes the cessdtiealmg. From
the cessation of feeling comes the cessation of cravingnfne cessation of
craving comes the cessation of clinging/sustenance. Hnerndssation of
clinging/sustenance comes the cessation of becoming. #Fremwessation of
becoming comes the cessation of birth. From the cessatibmtbf then aging
& death, sorrow, lamentation, pain, distress, & despaicedise. Thus is the
cessation of this entire mass of stress. Cessation, cassadiision arose,
clear knowing arose, discernment arose, knowledge albsajnation arose
within me with regard to things never heard before.

"In the same way | saw an ancient path, an ancient road, &d\®l the Rightly
Self-awakened Ones of former times....| followed that p&tillowing it, |
came to direct knowledge of fabrications, direct knowledf#he origination
of fabrications, direct knowledge of the cessation of fedions, direct
knowledge of the path leading to the cessation of fabrioati&nowing that
directly, | have revealed it to monks, nuns, male lay follosve female lay
followers, so that this holy life has become powerful, ridatailed, well-
populated, wide-spread, proclaimed among celestial & hmuipegngs. "

SN 12.65 - The City http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/sn/sn12/
sn12.065.than.html
see alsdnttps://suttacentral.net/en/sn12.65



SNl 12 23 - TiemoemdentEdibpeeddeObiggiatioon

Knowledge of the destruction of thesavas is dependent upon
Liberation {/imutti) which is dependent upon
Dispassionyiraga) which is dependent upon
Disenchantment{bbida which is dependent upon

Knowing & seeimgwitad Ssesdliyhappeningyathabhutamwhich is dependent
upon

Concentrationgamadh) which is dependent upon
Happinessgukhg which is dependent upon

Tranquillity (passaddhiwhich is dependent upon

Rapture piti) which is dependent upon

Gladnessgamojjg which is dependent upon

Faith, Comfidemoe$addha which is dependent upon

Old age,satiressgidadtiiukkhg is dependent upon

Birth (jati) which is dependent upon

Becoming bhavg which is dependent upon

Clinging (upadana which is dependent upon

Craving tanhg which is dependent upon

Feeling {edana which is dependent upon

Contact phassawhich is dependent upon

The sixfolde sensébasdakayatanawhich is dependent upon
Mentality-materiality Gama-rupawhich is dependent upon
Consciousneswififiang which is dependent upon
Concoctionsgankhara which are dependent upon
Ignorance dvijja)



MN 38 - S ti, ttheeSomnof aHissieennagn

Altho the 12 links have become synonymous with Dependemgiation,
they are actually a small part of the teachings on Dependegiration found
in the suttas.

"Sati, what is that conscciousness?"

"Venerable sir, it is that which feels and experiences, Wiath reaps the
results of good and evil actions done here and there."

"Foolish man, to whom do you know me having taught the Dhamkesthis!
Haven't | taught, in various ways that consciousness is niegatly arisen.
Without a cause, there is no arising of consciousness...."

"Bhikkhus, knowing and seeing in this way [i.e. in terms opdedent
origination], would your mind run to the past: 'Was | in thespar was | not
in the past? What was | in the past? How was | in the past? Hdbaeg what,
what did | become?" "No, venerable sir." "Bhikkhus, knogvend seeing
thus, would your mind run to the future: ‘Will | be in the fuéyor will | not
be in the future? What will | be in the future? How will | be irguture?
Having been what, what will | become?™ "No, venerable siBhikkhus,
knowing and seeing thus do you have doubts about the preadent; or am |
not? What am I? How am 1? Where did this being come from? Whdr& w
""" No, venerable sir."



Without Concepts oExisttacecoiNdorEXigttanee

SN 12:15 - Kaccyanagotto Sutta
http://leighb.com/sn12_15.htm

This world, Kaccna, for the most part depends on a duality -- upon the notion
of existence and the notion of non-existence.

[One with Right View] does not take a stand about 'my self'.

‘All exists’: Kaccana, this is one extreme.

‘All does not exist’: this is the second extreme.
Without veering towards either of these extremes,
a Tathagata teaches the Dhamma by the middle:

Because this exists, that exists;
because this arises, that arises.



The Middlie Way

N g rjuna and the Mlamadhyamaka-kik - The Fundamental Verses on the
Middle Way.

Verses from the Center : A Buddhist Vision of the Sublime, agkrjuna,
translated by Stephen Batchelor; Riverhead Books, ISBN3231627
Includes a very helpful and wonderful 80 page introduction.

The Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way by Nagarjuna, teded by Jay
L. Garfield; Oxford University Press; (November 1995) ISBN95093364
After you have digested Batchelor's poetic translatioec&out Garfield's
scholarly translation which has a very good commentary dls we



M lamadhyamaka-kik Chapter 18

10. You are not the same as or different from
Conditions on which you depend;

You are neither severed from

Nor forever fused with them --

11. This is the deathless teaching
Of buddhas who care for the world.

12. When buddhas don’t appear
And their followers are gone,
The wisdom of awakening
Bursts forth by itself.

Verses from the Centy&tephen Batchelor



M lamadhyamaka-kik Chapter 24

18. Dependent Origination is emptiness
Which, dependently configured,

Is the middle way.

Everything is dependently originated,;
Everything is empty.

Verses from the Centy&tephen Batchelor

18. Whatever is dependently co-arisen
That is explained to be emptiness.
That, being a dependent designation,
Is itself the middle way.

Nagarjuna; Garfield, Jay L. (1995-11-09he Fundamental Wisdom of the
Middle Way(p. 69). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition.



M lamadhyamaka-kik Chapter 2%

19. There is not the slightest difference
Between cyclic existence and nina.
There is not the slightest difference
Between nirvna and cyclic existence.

20. Whatever is the limit of nirwna,

That is the limit of cyclic existence.

There is not even the slightest difference between them,
Or even the subtlest thing.

Nagarjuna; Garfield, Jay L. (1995-11-09he Fundamental Wisdom of the
Middle Way(p. 75). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition.
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Nibbana (&b Besdnied thT NecSuittas) U ddanza® 3

“There is an unborn, unbecome, unmade, unfabricated. Hetlneere not
that unborn, unbecome, unmade, unfabricated, there watlde the case
that freedom from the born, become, made, fabricated, woildiscerned.
But precisely because there is an unborn, unbecome, unraatidricated,
freedom from the born, become, made, fabricated is disderne

Ud 8.3http://lwww.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/kn/ud/u@®&than.html



Nibbana (&b Besdnied thT NecSuittas) U ddanza® 3

“There is without birth, without becoming, without makingthout
fabricating. If there were not without birth, without becioig, without
making, without fabricating, there would not be the casé tresedom from
the born, become, made, fabricated, would be discernedof@atsely
because there is without birth, without becoming, withoakimg, without
fabricating, freedom from the born, become, made, fabed#t discerned.”

Ud 8.3 - trans. Leigh Brasington



Nibbana (&b Bssdnidd thT NecSuiltitas) - ddaradl 11D

"Herein, Bahiya, you should train yourself thus: 'In the s&ell be merely
what is seen; in the heard will be merely what is heard; in thiesed will be
merely what is sensed; in the cognized will be merely whaigsized.' In
this way you should train yourself, Bahiya.

"When, Bahiya, for you in the seen is merely what is seertheicognized
Is merely what is cognized, then, Bahiya, you will not behhiat.' When,
Bahiya, you are not 'with that,’ then, Bahiya, you will not'inethat.'

When, Bahiya, you are not 'in that,' then, Bahiya, you wilhleéher here
nor beyond nor in between the two. Just this is the end ofrguffé

Ud 1.10http://www.accesstoinsight.org/tipitaka/kn/ud/ud@.irel.htmi



Nibbana (&b Bssdnidd thT NecSuiltitas) - ddaradl 11D

"Herein, Bahiya, you should train yourself thus: 'In seewidl be merely
seeing; in hearing will be merely hearing; in sensing willierely sensing;
in cognizing will be merely cognizing.' In this way you slibin&in

yourself, Bahiya.

"When, Bahiya, for you in seeing is merely seeing... in coggiis merely
cognizing, then, Bahiya, you will not be 'with that." WheahBa, you are
not 'with that,' then, Bahiya, you will not be 'in that." Wh&ahiya, you are
not 'in that," then, Bahiya, you will be neither here nor begtanor in
between the two. Just this is the end of dukkha."

Ud 1.10 - trans. Leigh Brasington



Nibbana (&b Besdnid thT NecSuittas) - DN 11

‘Where do earth, water, fire and air no footing find?
Where are long and short, small and great, fair and foul -
Where are “name-and-form” wholly destroyed?’

And the answer is:

‘Where consciousness is signless, boundless, all-lursinou
That's where earth, water, fire and air find no footing,
There both long and short, small and great, fair and foul -
There “name-and-form” are wholly destroyed.

With the cessation of consciousness this is all destroyed.’

Walshe, Maurice (2005-06-10). The Long Discourses of thédBa: A
Translation of the Digha Nikaya (Kindle Locations 2884-988erseus
Books Group. Kindle Edition.



Nibbana (&b Besdnid thT NecSuittas) - DN 11

‘Where do earth, water, fire and air no footing find?
Where are long and short, small and great, fair and foul -
Where do “name-and-form” totally come to an end?’

And the answer is:

‘Where consciousness is signless, limitless, all-illuatimg,
That's where earth, water, fire and air find no footing,

There both long and short, small and great, fair and foul -
There “name-and-form” totally come to an end.

With the cessation of consciousness this is all comes to@nh en

trans. Leigh Brasington



